PEACEMAKERS

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD. (Matt.5:9)

Within the Church today there are so many denominations; it's become in​creasingly difficult to reconcile this apparent disagreement with the Word of God. In particular, the non-christian finds it a very real stumbling block. He has probably heard the often-quoted words of Jesus, "By their love for each other you shall know them", but sadly, in practice, this love is just not evident to him.

We may all protest, claiming to believe that there are Christians in all denominations, but when was the last time we had any real, personal contact and fellowship with those Christians. Do we really think and act, not just talk, as if they were truly our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, answerable to one Father, God himself? Don't we go to our own denomination or group and sit listening to the same preachers week after week, feeling quite secure?

Don't we each have our own set of doctrines, which we tend to uphold at all costs? Don't we each, in our heart of hearts, consider ourselves a little better, or at least a little closer to the truth, than our fellow believers? Of course, there are some preachers and denominations that go further than most, seeming really to believe they are the saviours of the 'Christian faith’.

But God tells us in his Word that true believers are of one mind, heart and spirit. (Phil.2:2, Eph.4:l-3) He also says we are one body, Christ's. (1Cor.12:27, Rom.12:5) It is nowhere suggested we are a single organisation. However, it is stated that we really have only one teacher, the Holy Spirit (1Jh.2:27), and one Good Shepherd (Pastor), none other than Jesus Christ himself. (Jh.l0:11)

No matter how open minded we might think we are, there can be really no question but that we are influenced in our thinking by our particular pastors and teachers. As far as listening to other preachers goes, how many of us think like a Christian we know, who said to us, in answer to our suggestion that he ought to go listen to preachers in other churches, that to do so would create confusion for him? He thought it would be safer to listen to only one view, as he would then not be troubled by what others taught; his words, not ours.

But surely it's the Spirit of God who is meant to lead us into ALL truth. (Jh.l6:13) To rely on any one man or denomination, is dangerous. God's Word says there is safety in an abundance of counsellors. (Pro.11:14) Besides, we have no need that any man should teach us (1Jh.2:27), because the Spirit himself teaches us all things (Heb.8:10-11), by a whole variety of means, including by his appointed, anointed preachers. If it were any other way, we'd be at the mercy of man's teachings, and personal beliefs. Do you really know where you are on this vital question of whether to obey God, or follow man? (Acts 4:19)

At this point you may well ask, 'What has all this to do with peacemakers?' Well, in the years since Jesus Christ came into Terri's and my life, we have been blessed with great freedom of movement among the denominations. Each church group where we have been privileged to fellowship has had two things in common. First, there were true born-again Christians there. Second, each group had those who pushed their own particular set of beliefs as being the most desirable; at times suggesting they had the only truth, sometimes denigrating other churches teachings and practices, even when those were in the Word of God.

The Word calls this 'party spirit’ (Gal.5:20 R.S.V.), and denounces it as sinful and evil, saying, the true spirit is a spirit of unity. (1Cor.l2:13) Of course, some want to make this unity an organisational thing, but all such efforts end up with even more splits and denominations.

At this point you might be excused for thinking we oppose preachers and ministers in general. That couldn't be further from the truth, for while a number of ‘professional’ preachers are very denominational minded, yet others have clearly been given a Spirit inspired gift of preaching and ministry by the Lord.

If a Christian confines him or herself to one group, then much of what God has to say to his people will be missed. As far as being 'misled' goes, the Word tells us that if anyone's will is to do God's will, he or she will not be misled. (1Jh.2:27) Of course this truth applies to our words here also.

Returning to the topic of peace​makers, we assume you understand that word 'peacemaker', as used by Jesus, to mean those who make peace between Christians, since Jesus himself has made peace between God and all truly born-again, repentant believers, and because those who try to make peace in the world are often an ungodly lot.

Between brothers and sisters, even on a human level, peace means a great deal more than just not fighting, or simply tolerating each other. It means learning to be understanding of, and open to, each other. It means being free together, looking out for one another's good. All this implies close contact and cooperation, caring and sharing, carrying one another's burdens (Gal.6:2), and much more, while at the same time, giving each other room to be ourselves, within the boundaries of God's Word.

Of course, if these things are not fully practiced among the members of 'our group’, as is sadly so often the case, we cannot hope to put them into practice between ourselves and those in other groups. Obviously, we must first obey the exhortation of the Word to count others better than ourselves (Phil.2:3), i.e., those within our own little circle. Then we will be able to fully apply this humble attitude to our relationship with those in other groups.

If we do this, we will find that our whole attitude to the Body of Christ changes. Instead of just looking after our own interests (1Cor.10:24), we will come to know the fullness of meaning contained in the words of Jesus, "It is more blessed to give than to receive". (Acts 20:35) We will experience a greater joy in seeing other groups of Christians growing and being built up, than we ever could by just looking after ourselves. Surely this is the highest form of spiritual maturity.

Mind you, there is a very great need when we start to operate in this area, of seeking the Spirit inspired gift of discernment of spirits; (1Cor.12:10, 2Cor.11:12-15), we must not accept, or submit to false brethren. (Gal.2:5, 1Cor.5:9-13)

It is vital that we seek the Lord on these things, because we can so easily be misled by claims and appearances, if we rely on our own understanding. (Josh.9:3-14, Pro.3:5-6) There are many "false christs". (Matt.24:24) There are many "false prophets". (2Pet.2:1) And there are many "other Jesus'" (2Cor.11:4), which great numbers of people seem to find it so easy to follow.

There seems to be a growing care​lessness about "testing the spirits" to see who is speaking to us. (1Jh.4:1) And this is coupled with a reluctance to call a spade a spade, for fear of 'giving offense'. Many seem to have forgotten that the Word of God, Jesus Christ, is a continual offense, a stumbling block, to those who will not believe God. (Rom.9:33)

There seems to be an inordinate fear of cults, but at the same time an acceptance of religious systems whose teachings are very clearly contrary to the Word. WE WONDER WHY?

But let’s come back to godly peace between brothers and sisters who have, by faith, died with Christ to the flesh, and been reborn in him as true children of God. How can any of the things mentioned earlier take place, if we confine ourselves to just one group, and thereby effectively cut ourselves off from the rest of the body? Yet all the things we've mentioned, and many more, are laid out in God's Word for our obedience. Not having close contact with Christians who attend other churches leaves the door open for mistrust and suspicion, caused by fear of the unknown, if nothing else.

The true peacemaker, in this final age, must make use of every avenue available to bring about contact and understanding between fellow Christians and thereby a greater obedience to God's Word. Don't think, even for a moment, that this is just up to the pastors or 'ministers fraternal'. It is as much our job; maybe even more so.  We need each other far more than we realise, and are answerable to God for each other.

So let us start now, if we are not already doing so, to be true peacemakers. And please remember, there's really no good reason for persuading a brother or sister to leave one group to join another.  As long as a church group really does preach Jesus Christ crucified for our sin, raised to give life to those who believe God's Word, and coming again to reward and judge. As long as it preaches that it’s not their particular views and teachings, no matter how good, but God's Word, which is the final and absolute judge in any and all circumstances, then one cannot go far wrong. Any differences that may exist will be resolved by the Holy Spirit, IF WE FULLY TRUST HIM.

We really do want you to explore the Word of God for yourself and learn directly from the only Infallible Teacher just how true his promise is, of leading us into "all truth". (Jh.16:13) TRUST HIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART. (Pro.3:5-7)
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